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example, for fun, John and Kim recomtly 
attended & weekondieng marathon 
partormance of Brakespeare's Wars of 
the Roses pisy cycle. John has acted on 
and oft over the years. including en 
Senual Iradition of tes pertormng ino 
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John went on to dialogue MAN- 
HUNTER artist Doug Rice's Dynamo 


urail he pitched a Challengers of the 
Unknown series. which got rected 
Undaunted. John and | prainntormed 
uned he came up weth SUICIDE SOUAD 
Shorty thereater, Mae Gold lett Fars 
for OC Comics and John wae brought in 
10 plot LEGENDS. Shrewd John figured 
ou that he Could launch the Squad trom 
the mini-series. and the rear, as they 
Say, is history 

Since then. John has been a rather 
busy boy. He soon after took over writ 
wg FIRESTORM and Nee creatively 
turned thet book around, making it a 
fascinating read once again. Then ho 
and Mate Gold found a binck hole in their 
schedules and came up with WASTE 
LAND bringing in Del Clos for coltabo: 
ration The experimental black huenor 
horror comic continues to the day 
usually being the tak of the town when 
ever on maue debuts A bit later. John 
found himselt working wih Barbers 
Rarrdall on a revaplizemon of MAN 
HUNTER wie MILLENNIUM At thot 
point, @ was John who suggested co: 
writing wath bee then newly wed bride. 
Kim Yate They in turn suggested Doug 
Rice a8 artist. ond the book debuted 
worlier this year to tolid success John 
feteemed wah hie old buddy Tin 
Truman twice recenthy, fret on @ neat 
three-iseue muni-series for Ecipse 
cated Hotspot and a WASTELANO 
sory 

Jobin end Kim are currently Inveng 
wedded bigs. cheerfully Jousting with 
fans on CompuServe and threatening to 
write thee scripts close to deedine 
John continues to bubtle with ideas 
tome of which should manifest theen 


ReNves 88 COMER RONe|S in Ine naa 
future 
KIMBERLY VALE 

Bob Groonber ger hins requested a ten 
from me. threatening 10 concoct and 
DEINE wkd ores Shout me Ht refused 
So tm saying from Juirp Streat inet the 
tale about me. the Dobarmans and the 
Creare Wher i absctutely categorical 


Ny. patently untrue 

Wot most of a 

Well . maybe some of 4 
Weli...naver mind we got other 
Stones to tell you = 

Back in my feeshenan high schoo! 


which states tne eset some thought— 
One must use & brazen lie im order to 
commince people of @ reality of @ higher 
and deeper order.” Now | know both 
stavements ere paradoxes, but many 
Uhings Wn the createve and spiritual resin 
aeem 10 insvActively manifest tham- 
‘setves tives way. Ail artists, regardiess of 
the Medeurt they work in. ore rendering 
thew vesion of the words “Once upon a 
tne...” Talling the story is sitting at o 
loom where @ tapestry of revelation i 
woven. These four words can take you 
through the looking glass, tell you what 


@ scattold on Paris procleening thet you 
90 to a for better rest than you have ever 
known. ond wonder as @ prince of 
Oenmark d dreams daturd the sleep of 
the dead This mini-sones is me and 
John and Luke saying. “Once upon a 
bane there was @ man named Floyd 
Lawton, who was sito known as Dead: 
shot.” 


| suppose | could stop right here and 
‘S27 who | om is Langentaal to the story, 
but there are such things as editors 
(Bobby, put down thet whip unless you 
interid to wee i). | suppose | could eraen 
thete columns with dates hike my 
avtrologicel sign, my favorite color, who 
my personal heroes ore, and how | 
preter eating sushi to filet mignon 
You're 100 sntetigent for such claptren 
‘What 19 appliceble here are the exper: 
ences i my Me that | brought to this 
“ory. So thus @ @ biography of relevant 
experience ratner then facts oF 
statistics. 

Feat of ell, im a preachar's kid and a 
Nevy brat to boot. When | vans Born, emy 
lether was @ curste in the Episcopal 
church, when recalled to ective duty in 
the early “60s he entered the Chaplin 
Corps a8 8 priest with an officer's rank of 
houtenant commander. This meant that 
On the average my famy got orders 
every two years and wa packed up and 
moved 10 wherever the Navy in ite 
nnne wider decsded 16 station us. To 
tus day | 8b Qeuge my chuidhoed by 
where | was and whet grade | was in, 
ard associate people and events with 
Certain bases | got to Bee many things 
taveling On orders that entiched my 


was on the sty. It wasn't until college, 
where | wes majoring in English. when! 
Piscovered comic books again ancther 
twelve years down the kine finds me 
wraing them. Poetry is my first great 
hove, but my interest in theater bed me to 
playwriting. performing, and directing | 
tty 10 bring my sense of cadence and 
rhythm to dialogue, that intangible but 
Crucial eteenent Called tiening to plot and 
etry, 

{believe beng writer is my vocation. 
of fight hvelihcod as the Buddha 
expressed «. | never tost sght of what I 
wanted to do through hard times and 
some interesting times, ranging trom 
unloeding trucks, @ roadie for & week 


Doctor Who tour (and boy, now I got 
ories about thar month on the road!) 
and the days | carried handcutfs. Yours 
truly kept body and soul together as o 
fetal store detective. with forays ato 
industrial (dread ul) and hospital flasce- 
nating and harrowing). @ total of about 


artested ond prosecuted—all have lett 
Meir indelible mark on me 1} know 
‘what it's like 10 hove @ gun resting on my 
Ip With) mx extra founds on the bett— 
it's an Odd fooling. folks 

Which beings me somehow beck to 
comics. t's @ unique literary form with 
both pictures and ywords. and as Alice 
tad before her adventures down the 
fabio hole began. “What is the use of 
book without pictures of converse 
thon?” What use, indeed—I would never 
now the O'New/Kateta SHADOW or 
the Goodwin/Simomion MANHUNTER 
OF the Ostrander / Truman Grimjack and 
the stories wold through 9 fusion of 


Luke fins been drawing comics for the 
tablished himsell 8 one of the moat 


inkung. design, and even 
coloring. The next few years should seo 
Luke continue to lnpress and amaze, 
oven if he doesn't receive the headlines 
and critical attemion that other names 


in short order, Luke was given a wide 
variety of aeegnments 
throughout the Marvel Universe. He 


turned atound @ moriburd charactor 
and meade him one of the best-selling 


Fave had him waiting DC one day and 
he engaged editor Andy Helfer in con- 
versonon. It was then that Andy learned 
nat Luke was avedable, which helped 
Andy 0 ket, since he had just inherited 
JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA bet 
veahout penciller Chuck Patton. There: 
fore. Luke was asked to draw the series 
and he hung in there trom issues #244- 
261. uetl the tele came 10 its natural 
end 

As Luke wes winding up hes JLA com: 
mmutenent. Onck Giordano was pondering 
Jonn's proposal foe the SUICIDE 
SQUAD. Luke was hus ferst thought as 
Dencsllet and Luke sccepted the assign: 
Men Since then, Luke has been deeply 
serecived with the Squed He has design: 
© 8 large number of the covers, Bolle 
Reve prison. Sheba, new characters 
NEW COBLURES, YAd exotic locales. and 
Bll vthout complaint. He's been enpoy 


wasn’t whet he was looking for, 
Then Luke knew what he wanted to 


was istue #14 and one of the best. 
received issues 10 date At that point. 
Jolin, Kim, and | were kneedeep in plans 
for DEADSHOT and we needed an artist 

About that time. Luke casually men: 
roned thet he loft Oreadstar, so lotfered 


in looking fine, and you can watch Luke 
grow over these four istues as he 
refines his technique and watches what 
heopens in the reproduction process. 

Atier Deadahot the 29-year-old pen- 
cater is pondering what his next assign: 
Mant migitt be, Most likely a will be to 
Dencil ard ink the jungle adventures of 
THE PHANTOM 0s that successful mani- 
Series from earher this year is revived 
cerhy Next year 84 an ongong tale 

Luke currently lives upstate with his 
cheerful wite Carole and his two-year 
oid son, Logan. 


Neat month. things go from » slow to 
fost bod as Deadsinct finds hie son, faces 
Off sgainet Panthe, ond learns more 
about who arranged to disrupt his life so 
thoroughly. And Marnie Hera coo 
tinues to dig into Floyd Lawton’s past as 
sho comes. face to foce with Mom. This 
Will be One very grim, very Wolent issue. 
Bo make sure you eat after the issue. 

Meantime. io twoweeks, the SUICIOE 
SQUAD tekos @ break from serious 
Mnnions O8 we deal once and for all 
wah the Mirror Master-Captain Boo- 
merang charade, Check out the issue, 
courtety of John, Luke. and Bob Lewis. 

We'll see you neat time and until then, 
herp arming! 

— Bod Greents 


